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  Contact: Ray Weighell. Email: mo.ray@xtra.co.nz  Phone: 027 604 2769 Fax: 06 308 8573

This wonderful service enables Wairarapa residents to access health and wellbeing appointments
within the Wairarapa, Lower Hutt, Wellington and Palmerston North areas.

•Operating, Monday   Friday.

• Managed by NZ Red Cross and co ordinated from the Wairarapa Service Centre, in
Church Street, Masterton.

The Wairarapa Community Transport Service is supported by a group of 8 volunteer drivers
who live throughout the Wairarapa.

The purchase of this new vehicle and its service has been made possible from the support of the
following:

• Wairarapa Community Transport Trust
• Wairarapa District Health Board
• Wairarapa Primary Health Organisation
• Pelorus Trust

To book a ride ring 0800 924 287 or 06 377 3586
Office open 9am   3pm Monday to Friday

WAIRARAPA COMMUNITY TRANSPORT SERVICE
RECEIVES A NEW VEHICLE

• The Prime Community Trust
• The Trust House Charitable Trust
• Greater Wellington Regional Council
• NZ Red Cross

Drivers  Brian Traynor and John Philpot
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17 Birdwood Street. Featherston

South Wairarapa Auto
Electrical and Auto Air.

Services Available
Starter Alternator Generator Overhaul

Scan tool Diagnostics
Air Conditioning Degas Regas and Repair

Wiring Faults
Mobile Service 4WD for remote work
Alarm and Stereo installs and supply

Auto electrical parts
Batteries.

Over 30 years experience in Auto Electrical covering
Automotive, Commercial Equipment, Trucks,   Auto Air
Conditioning and Diagnostic.

Contact John Hercock.
027 586 0066     021 992299

Ph. 06 308 8824 Fax 06 308 8896
E-mail swaeaa@hotmail.com

“Servicing All South Wairarapa”

Councillor’s Comment
By Councillor Porkey Sexton

Following on from Deans comments last month about the fires
in the district, at last months meeting of the Wairarapa Rural
Fire Management Forum it was noted that 2 of the big fires at
White Rock Road and Maungatoetoe, Ngawi, these fires had
no permits to burn. A big cost to the people who lit these fires.
Coopers Rd fire was caused by Power Lines running through a
pine plantation. These fires come at a huge cost to put out
manpower wise and to the Fire Service. Rural Fire parties
personel, helicopters and fire fighters were stretched to the limit
throughout the district dealing with other fires as well, good job
well done. In a restricted fire season a Fire permit is needed at
ALL times. A permit costs nothing to obtain, ring council for
rural and Featherston and Greytown Libraries for urban permits,
Dereck Theobold or myself will visit your properties, you may
be issued with a permit. Another matter of interest, there has
been a lot of positive feedback about the new dump site for
campervans, signage is on its way.
Gary Thomas is arranging a date and time for the Featherston
Community Board to meet and update the strategic plan.
Rhonda Jones is the new Chairperson of the Featherston Main
Street Beautification Group. This group has reformed and has
several projects they would like to undertake over the next 2
years. The Community Board is looking forward to working
with you, as is Council. Featherston Walkways and Reserves
Trust are having a working Bee at Dorset Square on Saturday
the 26th of February.
Water supply and Water Races Focus Group meeting on the
16th of February included a site meeting at the head waters of
the Longwood Water Race. Contractors are working on
repairing the weir to get more water in the race intake. Members
looked at other areas of concern throughout the Race. Council
is looking ahead to organise a meeting with the Longwood race
users.
Water supply in the dry period held up well in all 3 towns. Two
minor hiccups occurred but we managed to get through those.
Remember to conserve water as the dry weather and hot
temperatures are still around. I have just received an updated
Fire Weather reading, our grapefruit readings have been pushed
up to high so please don’t take any risks.
Any matters regarding the Town and District please contact
Solitaire, Dean or myself.
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TEL 308 9760

Adamson’s Service Station Ltd
Open 7 Days

The staff at Adamsons Service Station would like to thank the
many people who have offered support over the last few weeks
since Craigs accident. Your kind words, gestures and genuine
concern have helped enormously. During such difficult times
the caring spirit of our town truely shines.

Craig is making steady progress and is well on the road to
recovery.

Dr Sea Rotmann has been confirmed as
the Wairarapa candidate for the Green
Party, following a selection meeting held
yesterday. Dr Rotmann is currently
working in energy research in the
government sector.

Born in Austria, Dr Rotmann is now a
New Zealand citizen and obtained her PhD
in Environmental Impact Assessments and
Marine Biology. She has been an
environmental consultant and has held a
number of government positions including that of
Sustainability Advisor to the Ministries of Social
Development and Fisheries, and Product Stewardship Policy
Advisor to the Ministry for the Environment.

“I’m thrilled to be standing for the Greens in this electorate,
which I see as a microcosm of not only all that’s good about
this country, but also of the many challenges that face us
for improving the lives of our citizens,” she said.

“New Zealanders are  hurting in the  midst of  a  recession,
yet  there are so  many opportunities being missed to turn
our economy around. For example, instead of fostering our
research capability and supporting clean tech innovation to

Greens announce Wairarapa candidate
develop niche markets,  the present
Government islooking at asset sales which
are only a short-term fix and will cost us
in the long term”.

“Another area I’m passionate about is
reducing the wasteful use of our resources.
To keep our brand 100% pure and clean,
we have to look after our waters,
biodiversity riches and fertile soils. This is
our natural advantage which gives us the
economic edge. The Green Party has a
clear vision for a prosperous New Zealand

built on a clean, green economy.”

Dr Rotmann says her target is to lift the Green Party vote
in Wairarapa by 50 percent from the 2008 result and she
plans to bring her message to all corners of our huge
electorate.

When not working, her passion is diving, underwater filming
and photography and between campaigning she plans to
explore the many opportunities for these pastimes around
the Wairarapa shores. She is a supporter of Sea Shepherd,
a trustee of both the Sustainability Trust and the National
Energy Research Institute, and has served on a number of
local and international energy and research panels.
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c r e a t i v e    i  m a g e    h a i r    s t u d i o
7 8   F o x   S t r e e t ,   F e a t h e r s t o n

T e l e p h o n e   3 0 8  8 0 4 0
c r e a t i v e i m a g e @ x t r a . c o . n z

Sandra & VanSandra & VanSandra & VanSandra & VanSandra & Van

Bring in the New Year
with a New hairstyle.

Call in and see the
Professional Stylists.

Are you in a de facto
relationship?
Do you and/or your partner own property?

Do you want to share your property with
your partner, or do you want to protect it
for your children?

You may need a Relationship Property
Agreement, which deals with the division
of property between couples living in de
facto relationships on separation or after
one of the partners dies.

Come and talk to us about how to
protect your property.

CARTERTON Ph 06 379 8049, Fax 06 379 8584

GREYTOWN Ph 06 304 9024, Fax 06 304 9032.

FEATHERSTON Ph 06 308 9305, Fax 06 308 9211

www.wcmlegal.co.nz

Featherston Beautification
group

Don’t forget to get your photos of Featherston in
for the up and coming fund raising calendar(2012)
edition.  You may leave your photos at the Fell
museum or bring them into our meeting at the Royal
Hotel. Professional and amateur photographers
welcome.

The team recently raised funds by working at the
Wings over the Wairarapa air show. Big thanks to
the team for their efforts.  We have booked
ourselves in for two years time to assist and
fundraise.

If you are interested in joining the team we hold
our meetings on the third Thursday of every month
at the Fell Museum.

Next meeting: Thursday 17th March at 7.30pm.
Everyone welcome.

If you are not into meetings but would like help
out at working bees, come along. For more
information Please call or email Peter.

  Peter on 06 308 9430

 peterrmarch@xtra.co.nz

Featherston United AFC
(Featherston Soccer)

We are holding a Registration Day for junior players on

 Saturday, 12th March, 10am at Football
Clubrooms, Underhill Road. 

Registration fees will be collected at this time.
 Children must be registered on or before this date. 
We will also be offering a boot swap on this day.  So if
you have any old children’s football boots that are
collecting dust in the cupboard, bring them along and
you may be able to swap them for a pair that fits your
child.  If you are unable to make it on this day, please
contact Lisa Pugh (308 6174) for details on how to
register your child early. 
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Open
Monday and Tuesday from 4.00pm

Happy Hour 5.30pm to 6.30pm
All Pints $5.00

Food available from 5.00pm to 8.00pm

Wednesday to Sunday from 11.30am
Wednesday Senior Citizen Lunch 11.30am to 2.00pm

Two course Luncheon $11.00
Wednesday Two for One bar Meals

5.00pm to 8.00pm

Thursday to Sunday Bar menu all Day, Ala Carte menu from 5.00pm to 9.00pm

Sunday Roast All Day $15.00

Saturday 12 March 2011
Local Band - Vinyl Bison

Featuring Saali Marks, Liam Glancy and Warren Maxwell
From 9pm – NO Cover Charge

To avoid disappointment Book now
Phone 308 8922
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Modern Chapel and after Funeral Catering facilities.

Funerals to meet individual family wishes

Pre-arranged and pre-paid Funeral Plan

After-care support and Bereavement care brochures

Educational talks to Community Service Groups

Monumental Advisors.    Inc Clareville Crematorium

Your local South Wairarapa Funeral Home

Peter and Jenny Giddens

10 Richmond Road, Carterton
Phone (06) 379-7616 - Toll free 0800 379-7616

24 hour personal service to all Districts
Visit our website at www.richmondfuneralhome.co.nz

“Family owned and operated”

LIBRARY NEWS

February is seeing some of your popular authors release new
books. Simon Kernick has a new book ‘The Payback’ that
received a rave reviews on the National Radio recently.
This is Kernick’s 10th novel, he has written one every year
for ten years. In his first novel we met Dennis Milne an ex
cop turned assassin, he also reappeared in his 4th novel and
now he is back in this ‘blood drenched tale’. Simon Kernicks
books are fast paced and easy to read. The staff give this a
four star recommendation.
Linda Grant (author of ‘The Clothes on their Backs’) has a
new book, ‘We had it so Good’.
Set in Islington around the 60’s and 70’s it features Stephen,
an American studying at Oxford on a Rhodes scholarship.
He learns from a library book how to make LSD! That
supplements his income. He gets into trouble with the
university, not for making LSD in his laboratory but for ripping
two pages out of a library book! It is a story of counter culture
in the 60’s and 70’s and the story of Stephen and Andrea
who he meets and marries in the 60’s.  Linda Grant has been
a previous Man Booker nominee.
We are all anticipating the 6th and final instalment in the ‘Earths
Children’ series by Jean M Auel.  ‘The Land of Painted Caves’
will be released in April, reserve this title today! We have
waited so long to find out what happens to Ayla and Jondalar.
I have brought a new copy of ‘Clan of the Cave Bear’ so
you can remind yourself of their adventures and all the other
titles are available in one of the libraries.
The library was sad to farewell Delia from its morning shift.
There will be many out there who will miss her smiling face,
cheerfulness and exemplary customer service. We wish her
well in her new endeavours. This means there will be some
new faces behind the desk. Sylvia Arnold has taken over
Delia’s position in the morning; Laraine Kerr our regular
reliever will be visible in the afternoons until new staff have
been appointed. You will also see Kathy Lenihan who normally
works in Greytown Library and Meredith Vollebregt and Liz
Stevens from Martinborough Library. What a flexible lot we
are becoming!!

My name is Brian Wilson.  Some of your older readers may
know me or may have heard of me. Despite having last lived
in Featherston in 1960,  I consider Featherston my “ turanga
waewae. “ The passing of my younger brother, Tony Wilson,
a few days ago, meant there was no-one of the Saba/Habib
dynasty actually living in Featherston since about 1916. There
are plenty of us still around, but none of us actually living in
Featherston. I guess you could call it ‘ the end of an era. “
 
Brian  Wilson 
Cable  Bay
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Kia Ora Koutou welcome back to our Kindergarten families!
We are looking forward to a fun and enjoyable term.  This
term we are looking forward to continuing on with our School
Visits to each of the local schools with a group of our older
children.  This is a great way to provide our children with an
opportunity to take part in the transition to school program and
to develop links with our local community.  By doing these
school visits it also supports our parents/whanau in selecting a
school suitable for their child.
We are also looking forward to continuing our visits to the
children’s local Library each Monday to give the children the
opportunity to participate in the Libraries Pre School Programs,
being involved in their stories, crafts and songs.
Outdoor Development
We are really excited that our Kindergarten Outdoor
Development is underway!  We have just had most of our
first stage completed – our sandpit has had a new concrete
path put in that looks fantastic!  A huge thank you for the
grants that we received from the Rimutaka Kindergarten
Association, EC Community Trust as well as our fundraising
events: Anzac Hall and Toast Martinborough to make this
happen. We will be applying for more Community Grants to
help us keep our Outdoor Project progressing.  If you think
your company or business might be able to support us with
this please let us know.  This is a big project, but our children
are worth the effort and by working together as a community
we will succeed.

Adult Workshops
Te Reo Workshops
We have continued on with our Te Reo Workshops this term.
Adults have been learning some basic waiata, action songs
and stories.  Each person is also given their very own kete
bag which contains different books and Te Reo resources.
These are provided to use at home with their whanau.  We
have been getting heaps of positive feedback from our families
which is great to hear!
Please phone us on (06) 308 9162 if you would like more
information about these workshops.
Play Group
Our Play Group is on every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00pm
– 3:30 pm.  Please come along and visit if you think you may
be interested in joining our Play Group.  We have had heaps
of positive feedback from families about out Kindergarten Play
Group which is fantastic to hear!  Our parents/whanau are
very friendly and welcoming and would love for any new
people to come along and visit!
Kindergarten is to be holding a Gala on the 10th April from
10am – 2pm.  This is to raise funds to go towards the Outdoor
Development Project.  Watch this space, and notice boards
around town for more information – or give us a call at
Kindergarten.

Featherston Senior Citizens Club.

Annual General Meeting
Monday 14th March 2011

1:00pm.
New members are always welcome. Join us for an
enjoyable time with cards, housie and afternoon tea every
Monday at 1:00pm.
Senior Citizens Hall, Lyons Street Featherston. Opposite
Featherston Primary School.

Featherston Phoenix
This Publication is available to those who would

like to receive it as a PDF file.

Currently it is being sent around the world to
those on our e-mail list.

If you know somebody that would like to
receive it contact

ian.miles@xnet.co.nz
This is a free Service.

Featherston St John

As you know if you’ve fallen over, become ill or crashed
your car any night recently, our ambulance and first
aid crews are still on duty, but . . .

Featherston needs you!
We have a super new Mercedes ambulance, beautifully
refurbished premises, excellent leadership – but we need
more volunteers!

Volunteering with St John is a commitment that is immensely
rewarding for many people.  You will learn valuable new
skills, some of which could be life-saving in your family or
at work.

In Featherston St John volunteer work can vary
tremendously - you’ll see us most at events or on ambulance
duty, but there are other interesting activities!.

Contact Barbara Love, 308 9330.
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HCS
Home Computer Services Ltd.

We fix most computers
and build new ones to your

Specifications...

Phone 308 9310                  Mobile (027) 283 8577
Email   ian.miles@xnet.co.nz

ACE CONTRACTS (Wai)
We’ll take care of those smaller jobs for you

* Driveways * Metal Deliveries
* Trenches * Hedge Removals
* Soak Pits * Tractor Mowing
* Section Clearing / Levelling

MERV JOHNSON 0274 581 501
DIGGER & TRUCK HIRE

    3.6 meters (Approx 1 cord)
$190.00

Delivered FREE Featherston Area

Telephone Ray
027 451 0358

DRY PINE FIREWOOD MONDAY
Galaxy Gym, Sports Stadium Annexe 5.30-7pm. Ph 308-9932 or 308-9086.
Featherston St John adults, 7.30pm. Phone 308-9330.
Senior Citizens Club meets every Monday. Phone 308-9628 or 308-9644.
Playcentre, Monday, Friday 9.15am to 11.45am for children 0-6.
Kahutara Play Group meets at Kahutara Hall, 9.45-l2pm. For parents and
caregivers of preschool children. Everyone welcome
Book Bugs at the Featherston Library 10 am - 11am.  A fun storytime for
preschoolers. Ph Sylvia 308 9030
TUESDAY
Featherston Golf Club ladies Day, 9.30am. New members very welcome.
Phone 308-9973.
South Wairarapa Badminton Club 7.30-9.30pm at the Stadium. Childrens
Chess and Board Game Club. All welcome. 4.30 to 5.30pm. Ph Graham or
Robyn 308 8118.
Thai Kickboxing Classes Now FREE every Tuesday during the school
term 4:15 - 5:15 pm Ages 7 - 12yrs Turn up to the wrestling club rooms
behind Star Movies video store and give it a go. For more information ring Sue
on 308 8897
ACC Modified Tai Chi 14:00-14:45 Featherston community centre Gold
coin donation per session
Featherston District Gymnastics Club meet at the Stadium, Underhill Rd.
Instructed by Angie Smith, qualified recreational coach.    2.00-2.45 18months
to 5yrs; 3.30-4.30pm 5-7yrs; 4.30-5.30pm  7-10yrs 5.30-6.30pm  10yrs or
by coaches discretion Ph Jenny, 308 8077.
Feddy Fantails - Women’s Social Soccer Club - drop in game starts at
7:00pm on the field behind the pools. All abilities welcome. Come play the
beautiful game. Ph Katie 308 6572
Meta Riddiford Kindergartens Play Group  Every Tuesday 2:00 pm -
3:30 pm 0 - 5 year olds Corner of Daniell and Revans Street Featherston
Phone : (06) 308 9162
WEDNESDAY
Yoga.Community Centre, Wakefield St, 6 -7.30 pm. Suitable for all
levels. Phone Nicki 021 1886439.
Cross Creek Blues Club. Every 1st Wednesday of the month at the “Tin
Hut” Tauherenikau 7.30pm. For more info contact Eric 308 6474 or visit
www.crosscreekblues.co.nz
Featherston Scottish Country Dance Club resumes 7.30pm Wednesday
11th March and every Wednesday except the first one of the month. Catholic
Church Parish Hall, Bell Street. Beginners welcome. $1 per night. This is social
dancing, you don’t need a special partner. Phone 308-9015.
Featherston Lions Club meets 1st and 3rd Wednesday. Phone 308-9274.
Karate 6pm Featherston Primary School Hall, teaching students of all ages. All
are welcome Ph 308-9839.
Lovebugs music and coffee morning for caregivers and babies to preschoolers.
10am at the Anglican Church Hall (opposite the Fire Station). Parking at the
back. $2 donation. All welcome.
Kahutara Play Group meets at Kahutara Hall, 9.45-12pm For parents and
caregivers of preschool children. Everyone welcome for education and fun.
Featherston District Gymnastic Club - meet at the Stadium, Underhill
Road at 2pm for children aged 18 months to 5 years only.
For School Term 4 only -  Instructed by Rochelle.  Also a class for this age
group Tuesdays.  Look under Tuesday for main classes
THURSDAY
Care and Craft meet every second Thursday. Phone 308-9992.
Lioness Club meets every 2nd and 4th Thursday. New members most welcome.
Phone 308-9330.
St John Cadets (Youth) meet at 7pm every Thursday at St John Hall. Phone
308-6593.
“Toddlers’ Gym” for 0 – 3 yr olds is held at St Andrew’s Union Church on
Thursdays during the school term, 9:30 – 11 am. All welcome
FRIDAY
South Wairarapa Probus Club  meets the last Friday of the month at
10am at SW Working Men’s Club in Greytown.  New members very welcome.
Phone Margaret Cole 304 8499.
Needlework, Embroidery and Knitting Community Centre First and
third Friday of the month  10 - Noon
Galaxy Gym, Sports Stadium Annexe 5.30-7pm. Ph 308-9932 or 308-9086.
A.A. meets at 8pm every Friday Evening. Phone 308-9876.
Playcentre, Monday, Friday 9.15am to 11.45am for children 0-6.
SATURDAY
Toy Library Every  Saturday,11.30am -12.30pm, The Old Court House    Build-
ing, next door to the Library.
Al-Anon Family Group: South Wairarapa Family Group meets every Saturday at
11am in Greytown. Ph 06 377 2290  for more info or 0508 4 AL-ANON (0508
4 25 2666) or website: www.al-anon.org.nz
Move with Ease (Feldenkrais) Community Centre 9:30am orPhone 308 9686
SUNDAY
Featherston Golf Club members club day from 9am. Soldiers Settlement Road.
Weekly competitions. New members welcome. Phone Barbara Thompson 308
9194 or Alistair Forrest 308 9306.

What’s On This Month
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Dear Sir
Although the money is in short supply, we have still seen great
things happen in Featherston as the town tries to upgrade its
image. The new toilets, skate park, Cross Creek Railway
upgrade, the Fell Museum, new St John’s ambulance and
ambulance station to name a few.
The prospect of a new shopping mall/supermarket is an exciting
project and I am sure that nearly everyone was looking forward
to its construction. A modern facility would add greatly to the
appearance of the town and attract more custom.
It is therefore with some dismay that I read the report in the
February edition of the Phoenix by the Chief Executive of
Trust House that the Supermarket project was held up
indefinitely because of objections under the resource consent
process.
One has to wonder who these self appointed experts and mean
spirited individuals are who are holding up the process and
what they have to gain from their actions. It would seem that
there must be some prospect of personal or financial gain if
historic title searches and archeological digs are required. So
let us be up front with what is going on and get the Council to
publish the objections and the names of the objectors so the
majority of ratepayers in Featherston can be better informed
of why this project is on hold.
Regards
Clive Comrie

Dear Sir
The article in last month’s Phoenix concerning the progress of
Featherston’s new supermarket implies that the hold-up is due
to South Wairarapa District Council’s processing of the Trust’s
Resource Consent application.  I would therefore like to make
something quite clear.  The Trust’s Resource Consent
application is ON HOLD AT THEIR REQUEST while they
sort out some outstanding matters relating to the site.  These
matters have nothing to do with the Council or our
requirements.  As soon as the Trust advises Council officers
to finish processing their consent, they will do so.
 Yours sincerely
 Adrienne Staples       The Mayor

Dear Sir,
Re the  delay in the building of the New Supermarket. In
case any readers are erroneously considering that it is an
over zealous council officer holding up the Resource Consent
or a Nay-sayer lodging an objection which is blocking  the
work, neither is the case.
It appears that the delay is due to a neighbouring property
having an easement for a sewerage  pipe across the property
where the proposed Supermarket is sited. A solution to the
problem needs to be worked out between the two parties
involved.
Yours faithfully 
Mike Beckett 

Letters to the Editor
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Did You Know.

That there must be something in the air down
Boundary Road. Another resident sent for the
electrician because their stove would not work.
Yes, it was on automatic. Read the instructions
Ray.

That the Christine who forgot to switch the stove
on from the mains was not Christine Tobin, was
it Christine Reid. Sorry you took so much stick
Chris blame your neighbour across the road.

That some of the things people do has the mind
completely boggled. Take the case of the person
who caught a live rat on his property. Tried to
drown it, FAILED, the rat could swim. Catch it,
put it in a box drive to the country and release it,
FAILED. The rat turned and chased his saviour
back to his car. Maybe he was upset with you
Colin for trying to drown him.

Featherston Phoenix
Contact: RAY WEIGHELL

Email: mo.ray@xtra.co.nz

Phone: 027 604 2769

Fax: 06 308 8563

TALK  TO  THE  TEAM  DEDICATED

TO

FEATHERSTON’S  NEEDS

tile Masons
Stone Clading, Schist paving,

Natural Stone.

Tiling and Brick Work.

FULL RANGE OF PRODUCTS
RANGE OF STONE POTS

93 Fitzherbert Street, Featherston.
Now open:

Tuesday to Friday 10am - 3pm
Saturday 9am - 2pm

Phone 06 306 8591
Mobile 027 452 5674      027 370 3050

E-Mail:      tile.mason@xtra.co.nz

At the time the Phoenix went to press (Monday 28th Feb-
ruary) There have been 179 significant shocks recorded by
Geonet in the Christchurch - Lyttleton Area. The last one
being recorded at 7:55am 28th February 2011.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the people in that area.
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God is still God
That will never change

Featherston
Assembly of God

Sunday Service 10:00am
22 - 30 Birdwood Street

Telephone 308 9123

LIGHT BULB OBSOLESCENCE

When I left school in England in 1955 I went to work in a
local brewery. In one of the sheds there was a light bulb with
a slightly pointed end, which according to the foreman had
been in use since the 1920s. Recently I read about a light
bulb which had been in a local fire station since1901. The
average lifespan of a light bulb is probably about 1000-2000
hours so it makes you wonder why ordinary incandescent
light bulbs, with all the technology that is available these days,
cannot be made to last longer. Well the truth is they can and
several inventors have achieved this only to disappear into
oblivion and their patents bought up or lost.
What is interesting is an organization called the “Phoebus
Cartel” which was formed in 1924. This was a conglomerate
of light bulb manufacturers (Osram, General Electric,
Associated Electrical Industries and Philips) who set about
determining the standardization of fittings and operational lives
of light bulbs around the world. The Cartel served as a
convenient method of reducing costs and capping the life
expectancy of light bulb to 1000 hours by reducing the amount
of tungsten in the filaments.
Although the Cartel was officially disbanded in 1939 the
standards set by Phoebus have continued to be used by
manufacturers. It is interesting to note that China and Russia
who had no members of  Phoebus produced bulbs which
lasted a lot longer and modern Chinese light bulb have a life
expectancy of 5000 hours.  Makes you think doesn’t it!

PRESS RELEASE
Let’s extend a helping hand from the Wairarapa to
those affected by the Christchurch earthquake.
 
“Thousands of people in the Christchurch area have been
badly affected by the latest Christchurch earthquake, and need
a break,” said John Hayes MP.
 “How about we in the Wairarapa and Central Hawkes Bay
extend a hand of friendship and open our homes, baches,
farm cottages and motels to those affected by this huge natural
disaster.  This would allow these shattered people a respite
from the constant ground shaking.
 “If you would be prepared to help please phone my office
using the toll free number 0800 2 HAYES (0800 2 42937)
and let me know what it is that you are able to offer.I will co-
ordinate with the Ministry of Social Services to match families
with what is available”

Mr. Hayes said he felt sure the people of his electorate will
support this action to help those whose lives have been
shattered by this terrible event.
 “None of us are immune to this sort of environmental disaster,”
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SOUTH  WAIRARAPA CAR  GROOMERS
34 Mole Street, Greytown 5712

Telephone 304 8449

Top Service at a Competitive Rate
free pick-ups from

Carterton * Greytown * Featherston

After Hours: Don Finlayson 304 8449 Greytown

Summer Fun!
Come and Ride the Rail with ‘Mini Fell’ & ‘Dolly’ Steam,
bring a   Picnic Tea or buy from the fund raising ‘Sausage/
Steak Sizzle’
Learn to drive a Miniature Train
(Adults only) it is all happening in ‘The Oval’ Town Centre
Friday 11th March 5:00pm –9:00pm (weather permitting)
‘Wow’ has Cross Creek Railway Society had a busy time
with the Miniature Trains. Thank you to all of you who came
and supported our ‘Christmas in the Oval’ what a good time
we had! Since then we have had the trains ‘Riding the Rail’
out at the Tauherenikau Races January 2nd and again February
6th both times it was a ‘Child’s Delight’ the next time will be
The French Fair Saturday 2nd April. The Wairarapa Library
Assn held a pleasant event at the Tauherenikau Race Course
in  January maybe there is a function where you would like
something different to   happen why not hire ‘Mini Fell’ and
have some fun!
Just a reminder that ‘Mini’ Fell rides the rail in Clifford Square
each Sunday 1:00pm -3:00pm (weather permitting) a ride is
only $2—a great Sunday afternoon adventure! and if you
become a member there are FREE rides! Membership to
Cross Creek Railway Society is only $10 single and $15 a
family we would appreciate your support enabling us to keep
the miniature trains for your enjoyment.
If you are a certified Engineer with an   interest in our Miniature
Trains we would be delighted to hear from you!
For more information about Cross Creek Railway Society
contact Roz 06 308 9642 rozagencies@xtra.co.nz

Cross Creek Blues Club
A huge audience was at the Tin Hut for our February session
which featured, as guest artist,American blues lady, Ruth
Wyand and she gave us everything and more than was
expected of her. Starting at 9-15 pm she didn’t finish her set
till 11pm. A big strong voice along with skilled finger picking
guitar work and some awsome slide steel on the Dobro. Her
set included everything from the roots of blues to a gutsy
Janice Joplin- like version of Me and Bobby McGee.
Club members opened the evening at 7-15pm with a set from
Masterton band Grafia and closed with singer- guitarist Pat
McKenna accompanied by drummer Vic Singe who opted
to leave his skins at home and played a washboard and cymbal
which took us back to the old days when household items
had an alternative use as musical instruments.Their set included
one of the oldest ever recorded blues numbers, called Crazy
Blues. Our March 2nd guest artist is Wellington’s versatile
singer- songwriter Russell Self. Then on the 6th April we have
Jazz pianist Stephen Bennet with Saxaphone and vocals.
CCBC sessions every first Wednesday of the month at the
Tin Hut Tauherinikau.7-15pm start, $5non members $2
members.
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Featherston Netball Club
AGM

To be held on Wednesday,
16th March 2011 at 7.30pm
at the Featherston Stadium. 

All welcome.
Laraine Kerr, Secretary

St Teresa’s News

Welcome to 2011  - we trust everyone had a happy and
relaxing Christmas and New Year.  The school terms are
slightly changed this year due to the Rugby World Cup.
Usually each primary school term has ten weeks but this year
they are:
Term 1:  2nd Feb – 15th April
Term 2: 2nd May – 15th July
Term 3: 1st August – 7th October
Term 4: 25th October – 16th December

Wairarapa Road patrol of the Year
Congratulations to Athina Konake
who was the Wairarapa Road Patrol
of the Year 2010.  Athina was selected
from all the schools in the wider
Wairarapa.  She is a very committed
Road Patrol, who often did more than
her fair share of duties – especially on
those wet and windy days.   She well
deserved this award.   She received a

trophy and a voucher from Trev’s Sport wear.

Congratulations to six
students who represented
the South Wairarapa at the
Wellington Athletic
Championships held in
December 2010.

Back: Meagan Hayes, Josh Matthews, Piper Marshall
Front: Sandra Makoahi, Ashleigh Jones, Lisa Makaohi
All the team members reached the finals with Sandra  coming
2nd in the finals of the 100 metre sprints.

The 2011 School leaders are
Alex Cox and Moana Leota.
The Year 7 & 8 students are
having a Leadership day and
from this day other school
leaders will be selected.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Saturday 2nd April – 10am – 1pm.
There will be a variety of stalls and activities for everyone.
Last year we had some amazing pies in the annual pie making
competition.  This is an annual event that carries a trophey
and prize.  Last years winner was Carol van Woerkam and I
am sure she will be back showing her dominance in this field.
Once judged all pies are then sold in slices and served with
tea, coffee or hot chocolate.  A great Saturday morning tea.
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St Teresa’s School
Saturday 2nd April

10am – 1pm
There are a variety of stalls and

activities for everyone.

Competitions: pie making – colouring in
– create a creature – sunflower -

pumpkin

Great entertainment for all the family
see you there!!

D & J Collins Auto
Services

91 Fitzherbert St
FEATHERSTON

Ph 06 308 9412
Prompt and Efficient Service.
W.O.F., Wheel Alignment,

Diesel/Petrol vehicle repairs, tyre repair,
manufacture of trailers, light engineering.

Collins ContractingCollins ContractingCollins ContractingCollins ContractingCollins Contracting
Digger work and section clearing

Cash for Derelict vehiclesCash for Derelict vehiclesCash for Derelict vehiclesCash for Derelict vehiclesCash for Derelict vehicles.
Free pick up for scrap metals, old batteries.

Featherston Lionesses.

The Zone Fishing Contest was held on Anniversary Weekends
Saturday. The weather was fine, with well over 200 fishermen,
women and juniors taking part. The event raised $2500 for
Wellington Ronald MacDonald House re-building
programme. This annual fishing event is run by Lions and
Lioness clubs in our Zone and is always well supported.

This year we congratulate the Martinborough Lions Club
especially Donald Wood and his team for a well organized
day.

The Featherston Lioness Club wish to thank the Featherston
sponsors for without your contributions the event would not
be possible. We thank sincerely, Adamson’s Service Station,
Lake ferry Motor camp, Lake Ferry Hotel, Rural Mail
Delivery, Town & Country, Liquor Plus, Featherston
Community Supermarket, Empire Hotel and Lang’s
Pharmacy.

2011 looks to be a challenge for us with the Big Coast and
Featherston/Martinborough Forum for Lioness members
throughout New Zealand for starters.

Our two Business House Bowls teams are enjoying their
weekly games, but we wonder have you considered finding
out more about our club, then please call Barbara on 3089330
we would love to hear from you.

Red Cross News.

Wairarapa Red Cross will be holding their Annual Plant Sale
on 26th March at 10 am, 30 Church Street, Masterton. Please
help us to make a difference, come along and see what we
have to offer.

Have you seen our new Wairarapa Community Transport
Service vehicle.?

Our local volunteer drivers are very happy with the vehicles
performance. Should you require transport for appointments
within the Wairarapa, Lower Hutt, Wellington and Palmerston
North areas please telephone our 0800 number. We offer a
short term use of wheelchairs, walking sticks, commodes etc,
please call Brian Love on 308 9330,

Featherston Swimming Club
February Raffle Winner
MacKenzie No 63A

Thank You for all Your Support
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For those of us who have ever had to wait on a cold, wet
morning for the train at the Featherston Railway Station,
hopefully this Letter to the Editor at the Wellington Evening
Post from 24 March 1890, might make us feel that we have
never really been alone:

“Sir Allow me to be the means of calling attention, through
the medium of your valuable newspaper, to the gross neglect
by the Railway Department, of the comfort of the travelling
public at the above station Featherston. In the first place
there is on a wet day a large pool of water in front of the
verandah, which is caused by a small leakage in the spouting
above, and the unwary traveller standing or passing
underneath receives, before he is aware of it, a douche bath
on a small scale. I am, I believe, not the first to complain of
the nuisance, but still it remains unrectified from month to
month. and now the winter is coming on, it ought to be
attended to without delay. Secondly, the lighting is
abominable. I had occasion on Monday last to come to
Featherston by the delayed train, and although all the lamps
were lit, I believe the platform was as dark as the proverbial
‘.pitch’. Surely these seeming little, but in reality great,
nuisances can easily be remedied, so I trust it will not be
necessary to have to call attention to it again. I am, & c,.
A Long Resident, Featherston, 21st March.”

The following was printed in the North Otago Times, 19
March 1898. We non doctors are wont to wonder whether
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People might, in fact, have
been iron tablets:

A New Zealand Miracle
Great Excitement in the Featherston District

Miss Petrea Peterson, of Featherston, North Island, New
Zealand, in a communication to Dr. Williams’ Medicine
Company, explains the suffering she has endured for the
past four years. . . “I am 19 years of age and I have suffered
since I was 15 with heart palpitations, anaemia and poorness
of blood. When I was upstairs my heart used to thump most
frightfully against my sides... Night after night I tossed, weary
and worn-out, trying vainly to sleep ... At times I had a fearful
cramp in my legs and it caused me to scream out in
desperation, to the despair of those around... I was always
in a weak state. My legs would sometimes swell up to a
considerable extent ... I had plenty of medicines and tried
several doctors, but they gave me no relief ..

This Month in Featherston History.

Having almost given up my case as hopeless, I one day noticed
an advertisement for Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People
in the Evening Post. In June, 1897, I commenced taking your
pills. After the third dose, to my surprise, I found a change
for the better. 1 have taken nine boxes and am now in every
way in the most perfect of condition... Your pills have
absolutely cured me... I am awfully thankful to them and have
recommended them to my friends ... I am well known here,
and numbers of people have been watching my case with
interest.

The ‘article’ goes on to mention the ailments that the Pink
Pills cure lassitude, rheumatism, neuralgia, partial paralysis,
locomotor ataxy, St. Vitus’ Dance, nervous headache, general
debility and more. They emphasise that they are a blood builder
and nerve restorer, which give a healthy glow to pale and
sallow complexions. Dr. Williams’ pills were distributed by
the Dr. Williams Medicine Company of Wellington and were
easily identified by their brake mark and wrapper printed in
red ink. They could be purchased, if not carried by your local
pharmacy, by post paid, on receipt of stamps or post order,
one box for 3 s or a half dozen for 15 s 9d.
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Introducing Murray: Hi all! I’m Murray and I’ll be watching 
over the centre while Heather takes a break for a few months to 
do “Family things”.
My interests range from Bee keeping to Quantum Theory 
(Quantum what???) but above all I am a people person and love 
meeting folks from all walks of life so if/when you see a curly 
haired, goateed 40 something individual occupying Heather’s 
chair or around and about the centre, please don’t be a stranger, 
come and say “Hi!”

Spanish Classes for Children: A newbie to the centre, 
Danielle Wilson-Taylor will be running a series of classes teaching 
Spanish for children aged 4 – 6 years. Starting February 28 for  
6 weeks, Mondays 3.45 – 4.45pm. Not to worry, late additions to 
the class are most welcome! Danielle is an outstanding teacher 
and her classes will expose children to the new sounds of the 
language through music, rhyme and art. Cost for this term $40 per 
child (as term has already started, usually $60). To book phone/
email Danielle: 06 304 7277 or daniellewilsontaylor@gmail.com 

WOOPS Coffee Morning: The WOOPS & the Featherston 
Community Centre will be hosting another Seniors Coffee Morning 
on Wednesday 9 March from 10 – 12noon. Pop into the Centre for 
a fun filled morning full of social activities. It’s also a good chance 
to catch up with our neighbours.

Featherston’s Own Garage Sale: Ready for another 
of Stella’s famous garage sales? Pop into the Community Centre 
on Saturday 12 March from 9.00am for a massive garage 
and fabric sale in our Kowhai room. Featherston’s own is a non 
profit charitable trust that operates from the community centre 
in Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays between 10.00am and 
noon. This is a garage saler’s and treasure hunter’s Candy store! 
Donations are very welcome.

Mobility Scooter Workshop: Keen to learn some hints 
and tips about the use and care of your mobility scooter? WOOPS 
will be here Tuesday 15 March from 9.00am for a workshop. 
Contact Faye for more info and to register 06 377 0066.

Southern Exposure: Tune in to 92.7 Arrow FM at noon on 
March 17 & 24 to hear the next edition of the Community Centre’s 
Southern Exposure programme. You can also listen via the internet 
by going to www.arrowfm.co.nz and then clicking LISTEN LIVE.

Stigma and discrimination workshop: The ‘Like 
minds like mine’ team will be running an interactive and inspiring 
workshop at the Featherston Community Centre on Friday 
25 March 12.30 – 3.30pm. This workshop facilitates reflection 
and learning about the stigma and discrimination people with 
an experience of mental illness face. Come and ask questions 
and hear presenters share some of their personal stories about 
mental illness and the road to recovery. Space is limited and 
bookings essential RSVP to Corrinne 06 377 3081 ext 710 or 
email Corrinne@sfwai.org.nz

Congrats to Richard Clark Winner of the 
$50 MTA Petrol Vouchers from the February 
questionnaire. Many thanks to all who 
participated. We’ll put the results to good use!

Did You Know? That Keiko is running another 
Tai Chi Class, Thursday mornings from 11.30am – 12.30pm 
during the School term. Gold coin donation per session. 
 
Ongoing Classes/Groups: Art Expression, Bahá’í 
Children’s Classes, Children’s Chess & Board Games, Creative 
Memories, Feldenkrais, Mah Jong, Needlework & Crafts, Quilting, 
Tai Chi, Trim & Tone, Ukulele Jam Sessions, Yoga

Ongoing Services: King St. Drop-in Art Sessions, WINZ, 
Te Puni Kokiri, Wairarapa Community Law Centre, Narcotics 
Anonymous
 

» The Featherston Community Centre offers facilities to public 
and private users who require a meeting place for ongoing or 
one-off events, activities or classes. Our goal is to serve as the hub 
of Featherston’s social, educational, and recreational services – 
used, valued and supported by the entire community.
 

» The Featherston Community Centre wants to add to its list of 
ongoing classes and services. If you’ve got a great idea for a 
class, seminar, workshop, or event then WE’D LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU: Come meet Murray & visit us 14 Wakefield Street  
Ring us: 06 308 8239 or E-mail us: fsn.comcen@xtra.co.nz

» Always be the first to know – sign up to our email newsletter 
on the blog: http://featherstoncomcen.wordpress.com

14 Wakefield Street, Featherston     Ph: (06) 308 8239    fsn.comcen@xtra.co.nz    http://featherstoncomcen.wordpress.com

Greetings for 
March…

We have a
winner 

congratulations!

What’s new?


